326                         MADAME CURIE
country called him "Monsieur Seigno" and his friends called
him "Captain." Words cannot indicate the charming devotion
of which he was the object, nor, above all, by what charac-
teristics of his nature he had deserved the veneration, tenderness
and comradeship that surrounded him. This elderly bachelor
had always had all men's friendship, and more wives than
any pasha: thirty, forty companions, of ages from two to
eighty. . . .
Marie went down to Taschen by a steep trail dominating the
bay of Launay. Some fifteen initiates were already collected in
front of the house, dawdling as they waited for the daily
embarkation for the islands. The appearance of Mme Curie
aroused no emotion in this assembly, which was a sort of cross
between a convoy of emigrants and a troupe of gipsies, Charles
Seignobos, whose charming eyes were concealed behind the
glasses of the near-sighted, saluted her with crusty friendliness:
"Ah! Here's Madame Curie! Bonjour, bonjour!" A few other
"bonjours" echoed, and Marie, sitting down on the ground, took
her place in the circle.
She wore a hat of washed-out linen, an old skirt and the
indestructible swanskin pea-jacket which the woman "tailor*5 of
the village, Elisa Leff, made according to a model which was
the same for men and women, scientists and fishermen. Her
feet were bare, in sandals. She placed in front of her a bag like
fifteen other bags scattered about the grass, swollen with her
bath-robe and bathing suit.
A reporter suddenly finding himself in the midst of the
peaceful group would have been overjoyed. He would have
had to take great care not to step on some member of the
Institute of France, lazily stretched out on the ground, or not
to kick a Nobel Prize winner. Intellect was abundantly
represented. ... If you wanted to talk physics there were
Jean Perrin, Marie Curie, Andre Debierne, Victor Auger.
Mathematics, integral calculus? Apply to fimile Borel, draped
in his bath-robe like a Roman emperor in his toga. Biology,
astrophysics? Louis Lapique or Charles Maurain could answer
you. And as for the enchanter, Charles Seignobos, the